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rendered useless by the conduct of those who ought
to have sustained them; he continued in patience,
until the event which we are about to describe. In
the fort of the Arkansas there was no longer any
chapel, no longer any room wherein one could say
mass, except the room where the commandant took
his meals. This was not a very suitable place, not
only because it was a dining-room, but on account of
the bad conduct and freedom of language of those
who frequented it; everything that was in the fort
entered there, even to the fowls. A chicken, flying
over the altar, overturned the chalice, which had
been left there at the end of the mass. The specta-
tors were not affected by this; one of those who
ought to have been most concerned about it,
exclaimed: Ak! behold the shop of the good God thrown
down! To these sentiments, so little religious,
corresponded a life as little Christian. Father
Carette at last concluded that he must withdraw, at
least until he should see a chapel built in the fort,
and until they were disposed to respect religion
there; besides, he was necessary elsewhere, for work
from which better success was expected.

Since we have called attention to the occupations
of the Jesuits at the different posts of Louisiana, it
is right to speak also of what they did at New
Orleans. In that city there is a royal hospital,
established for the troops. The title of chaplain of
this hospital was given to Father d’Outreleau in
1737, and it has ever since been continued to the
Jesuits of New Orleans; it was an office sufficient to
occupy one missionary. In the same city is a
monastery of Ursuline nuns; by their endowments
they are charged with the education of thirty orphan



